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~SCIENTIF ICINEMAS TER P IECE™

"Hi into the air! Deep into the earth! Indescribable, mighty
melodrama of New York 100 Yrs Hence!™ Thus blazond the ¥hea+er.ad3.Jium
Amer icanewspapers & magazines |3 yrs ago when Paramount-Publix import-
ed the profetic picture destind to enthrall audiences of its time &
remain g living memory, as in a shrine, in the mind ot evry stfan be-
ing born then who was old enut & fortunate enut to see & appreciatfe

they shoud b, i.e., within hrs ot the showing of the picture--have
longd for long & long to see this classic.
' A number of imagi-natives
. ot Losangeles & environs had the--privilege-—-preceeding the CONVENTICN =
by some 8 wks. This publication presents a portion ot the opinions
exprest by these people after secing the picture. Also included r
words trom its director & cameraman, a bit about the aguthoresse, cast
of principal characters, & other items oft--it is hoped--interest... ...
U will notice this mag is mark# "Vol | Num I". There will b an-
other number it sutticient response forthcomes. Atter viewing the
picture record your reactions & send same together with 10c fo Fanta-
science Field: 236 1/2 N New Hampshire, Hollywood. Mid-Aug shoud sece
either the publication of METROPOLIS #2 or the retund ot your 10c. As
4 an added inducement to participate, to the contributor ot the--in the
‘v editorial opinion--most interesting article, will b awarded a copy of
' Science Fiction Digest 33 Mar. This number contains a résumé ot ME-
TROPOL1S, "Types ot Science Fiction" by Dr Keller, "The Science Fic-
fion Eve" by JuliuSchwartz, "Spilling the Afoms" by Rap, "The Ether
l Vibrates" by Weisinger, "The Time Tatler™, "Titans of Scicnce Fiction:

Farnsworth Wrighi", & concluding instalment of A. MERRITT'S "WOMAN OF
THE WCOD". An issuc wellworth owning!

Sciencerely, /f'S«J .Q"&%fﬂmm
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The Bk: Original edit. pubft in Deutsch, 274 pgs, cover jacket
by Wreimann or W. Reimann showing colortul supercity with 2 men in at=-
titudes quite similar to those plctured by Paul for "A Visitor from
the 20th Century®™ in AmS 28 May. Actual cover, a beautitul green fan-
cily stampt in gold with title & name of authorzesse. Dedication reads
"lich lege dieses Buch in Deine Hande, Fried" - "I lay fhis bk

in vyour
hands, Fred". The Forcword states: "This bk is not a present-day

picture., This bk is not a picture of the future. This bk takes place
nowhere. This bk serves no tendency, no class, no party. This bk is

an imagining that trys to make U recognize this truth: Halfway be-
fween the Brain & the Hands must the Heart b!"™ On the backflap is an

ad of "Die verlorene Welt" by Conan Doylce, or our old friznd, "The
Lost World".

The Authoresse; Thea von Harbou (pronounst Tay'uh fahn Hahr’boo)
also wrote the scientifictionovels "Frau im Mond" ("Womasn in the
Moon™} & "Splone™ ("Spys"}. Said to b a woman of striking apearance &

personality. Marryd METROPOLIS!' director, !
L =
d/ba/‘] IW//L |

tt. Others--most of U, | imagine, reading thesc words when intended apE -
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FRITZ LANG (Lahng)l, Director of METROPOLIS, divorced from its au
thoresse, now lives in Celluloid City. A letter trom Lang reveals he
never has seen the version of METROPOLIS cut for consumption on the N
Americontinent! Adaptcd by Channing Pollock (cousin ot a Los-Angelesa
Esperantisto), 4 reels were deleted, so that a littla over 1/2 hr has
been lost. Lang says he got his inspiration tor the City ot the Fu-
ture trom New York on his tirstrip here in '26. One wonders what in-
spirations he might get trom aftending the CONVENTION!

The Cameraman

Such is
KARL FREWUND
- the brain

the signature of
{pronounst Froyndt)
behind the "box" on "Frank-
enstein & other imaginative
movies. Freund > was present
RS 1 st Lt @ ot the revival in Hollywood &
was interviewd ftrom the tloor. "Wt was the tirst tilm of Brigitte
Heim" he informd. "Strangely, the one thing we fcard--the publicts
reaction to the robot she portrayd--was passt by without comment; but
the picture was attackt politicly, being calld Communist Propagandae,
Copitalist Propaganda, even Religious Propaganda... The technical
trick ot the luminous rings circling automaton during the transforma-

bion ot the manikin" he went on to reveal, "was accomplisht by whirl-

ing smalf tit bulbs, like eclectric Chrisfmas lites." This was at var-
iance with the into once publisht in Science & linvention that circular
glass tubes, gastild & illuminated by clectricity, were manipulated by

3 opcrators.
The Cast:

"Maria", woman & "mechanigal" - Brigitte Helm (Brih—gih’tch)
Ino Masterman: Alfred Abel

His Son, Erict Gustav Frolich (Goo“staht Frew’lich)

Rotwang f(Rotz’vahngl: Rudolt Klein-Rogge (Roquc, eh?)
Joseph: Theodor (Tay’o-dore)
#7t Heinrich George / Loos

The Transtormation



Revival Reactions

PAUL FREEHAFER: Here is the information on METROPOLIS (it deserves
both capitals and underlining) as requested. Firstlys
Yes, this is the tirstime | saw it. May | add, with decent luck it
won't be the lastime ecither. Secondly: From here on my reactions must
be divided into two parts: a) The technical side ot the picture, and
b) the acting. Technically it tar excezded my expectations, great tho
they weree In my humble opinion cven the marvelous scencs in Thingi
to Come were not equal to the eftects achieved here, despite the im=
provements in camera technique in the intervening years. But | had
completely torgotten the unrestrained overacting prevalent in the si=
lent tilms, and was shocked, herritied, and amused. (More ham than the
Chicago stock-yards.) So, balancing thesc two tactors in my mind, |
place Metropoiis second in my list ot favorite scientificinemas, high
because of its marveclous scttings and laboratory scenes, below Things
fto Come becausz of its poor acting and over-cxaggerated philosophyas.saes

FRANKLYN BRADY: | had not seen it betore. | thought that it "Metropo-
lis" had had a better plot, it would have been better
than "Things To Come" for the photography and sets were superb.
ever | couldn't take "Metropolis" seriously at all,
like a tuturistic Silly Symphony. Hard to comegpare the two because one.
Wwas all humor and the other had a serious and sensible plot. As ‘tar
my expectation ot a serious plot want, it failed to match it, but it
Urp8ssed any ideca | eover had of thz amount ot humor in the picture.

BAg = hammy cxcept tor Rotwang. Dirz:cting - excellents Dittotfor
BBNgES Poor scicncc & story.

supet How-
it seemed tooc much

as

SHROYER: Oh! Rcaction? Swell photog. Better than things fto
J come¢. |t memory scrves me (and it better had:) bzffer
han just. Only fiy in salve the damnablc, utterly unholy ham acting.
SuUbtract acting fsicl and you have as a residuc onc of the best photo-
graphic efforts yet | have seen. Easy fo sze origin of laboratory
scenes ot Frankensticn tome; of Quasimodo's struggle atop the cathe-
dral of Notre Dame in picturec ot same title; ot the stair

the Phantom of the Opera. Story trite admitted.
ends in draw and "where

dzscent of
No point made as plot

arc our children." "Heart must unite hands and
breain" stinks of Oxtordism. Eh2....
WARREN J. OSWALD: | had not seen it bctore. "Things to Come" had

better scttings and acting, but the direciing in
"Wctropolis" was a bit the better. bt surpassed my expcctations, be-
cause | knew the date of release and remembered other pictuvres ot the
same date. It surpassecd any up to that time. The acting detracted
irom the picture as a whole. Too dramatice The dirzcting was excel-
ilent! Settings werc fine--something novel for the date. There really

Was not much real scicnce involved, but what was there was very good.
Pphc story was mediocrc, excepting a few incidencessns

MAYBELLE ANSHUTZ: (Transiatcd from Esperanto) - About the beavtiful &
very interesting movie "Metropolis": Yes, it is ve-
ry interesting, especially as to the tacial-acrobatix. Did | recently

sit in the theater & enjoy such atrocitys?2 Don't say yes, please, |
coudnt stand the shame. It was good enut for the old days, but then
tilm art marches on.

Concise Comments: VODOSO - { thot
acting over—cmotional. HODGKENS:

it tair; the plot childish & the
So that's your Grzat Scicntitilmeez!
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RAD@UR? R tngd e THIC T Time TORC o
: agssure you fhaf,s+ g@w”-mc one of ]
N :_nung scientifictional even«ngsv%'vc—h&ﬂ in over 3 ye 'i!p_ '
yughed 'til | sprang a leak in my lung. Compared with things to
ould, at tirst, give my all tor the Wells epicomposition, but,
Spinning it around in my mind | suddenly realized that ME
ust as good, even though it was dated. | really didn't know. QX&C)“V
hat to zxpect when | went to see it. | had heard garbled tales o ﬂqé“
er-super photography, e¢tc, but it burst on me iike a bombshell, and
@ rather humorous onec at thats. And since | had hardly any zxpecfafian} =
| was neither disappointed or overly clated. The acting was----as is f
S always with pictures made in them thar days--a bit of Armour'!s Star.
Lhem) The plot was moth-caten. The dirceting, well, it could have
een better. But, the becst part, was thec photography. | belicve, :
Iffheu+ a doubt, that one ot the most interesting scienti-scenes that oy
\ vum taken was the one where the girl Maria, has her personality. &3 - I
fd ysical beauty transterred to that of the temale automaton. SC|-! AT
‘i»f s poor. But now that the evening is part of misted memory | &
i ? gofﬁen most of the funny things, thank heaven, and only the

o 'Hﬁngs recmain., METROPOLIS is indecd well worth my money any day. t
O: ‘This was the firstime 1'd seen METROPOLIS. | thot it was wong

ks dertul, considering it was the first of its kind & was pro- i
2d over |3 yrs ago. Naturaly, it can't compare with more recent o
acles such as Things to Come because +hey have the advantage ot = = =
"ot experience in productfion & acting. Even so, the sets were mag-
icent. The camera perspectives were very impressive. Lkn spite of e
hat some say about thc horrible scting | thot it was good. It seemd =
iery much overdonc compared to what we have today, truc; but when we n‘
msider cvcrything had to b conveyd by pantomimz & facial ecxpression
without fhe assistance of speech...we must admit it was welldone. The
girl playd her 2 parts perfectiy: She was a s.y.t. & a vicious robo*ﬂ’l-
i that wasnt good acting what woud U call it. The boy very success-
ully exprest all the joys & sorrows, hopes & tears & ftrustrations T
ich he was sposed to experience. The cast put the ideas over so .
Phere was little dout at any time as to just what was going on. | hawe
ten hoping tor yrs for a chance to see METKOPOLIS. B deftinitely was

o~

4
o

U L

i

+

| disappointed in what | saw; but what | heard--! The wise- crackumq
one who sat directly in tront of me (figure it out for yourselt,

a 5 tho | shan't say which Ray--there r 3 in the LA Leag), the r{baLg .
agbter & genecral uproar, even audible comicomment by the local disciple’
dignity... What uncomplimentary conclusion is to b deduczd from the
ict it was a considerably quieter crowd the 2d nite | saw METROPOLI
2 sudience was practicly devoid of stfans?!

. i
0t Metropolis was super-tine. The fotograty was perfecf-—fhe a el
- » ing over-done--& the story rotton--but nevertheless, | enJon T
ery minute ot its showing. . 41
"I 3 - .
l.ﬁttls KERLAY: The "Metropolis™ revival was a real treat & fhrm#
. I to me. | had seen the picture betore during a bri
isit to the States (trom the Dominion ot Canada, then my home). Thi
s in 1927. For Quay, mon mari, my--"how you say?"--ha, ha--my 'y
an', it was the tirst secing. He is not a science fiction enthusia
1as ("but he's My Man!"), & tho! l know he would rather se epu )
f;'j_ ‘he would say he considered "our" picture a rzmaikaﬁle #ﬂb
e l .must admit "Things to Come" is the super ior pic! urc,
a,uzfropoll'ran Sta--, pardon-~"Metropolis"! better than W]usg
ig” or any ot the other future-films. Sans doute, a dozen yea
—wcw fhey'll moke one greater than even "Things to Come" > but ;h
" T " . ) 'I-III“ .‘_, L=, by 1 ‘.I ] i
i3 54 ¢ ' ! - L. g -
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